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Getting Started :: 

For Students



When you first log in…

You can search 
for skills to 
practise here. 
For example, 
type 
‘Pythagoras’.

You earn points by 
completing questions.

You can update 
your profile 
picture by 
clicking this. By 
default your 
school logo will 
be used.

On the right are 
notifications of 
tasks set to you 
and your own 
activity. You can 
click these. e.g. 
Clicking this one 
would allow you 
to review the 
questions you 
did.

If your teacher adds you to a 
course it will appear here.

You earn trophies by different DFM 
achievements, e.g. earning a 
certain number of points, or 
completing a certain number of 
questions correctly in a row.
(Our favourite trophy is the ‘Dave Trophy’)



The top menu The dfm home icon will bring 
you back to the dashboard.

Resources gives 
access to the 
various 
resources on 
the site, 
organised by 
topic. There’s 
also other 
tools, like the 
virtual 
whiteboard and 
timestables 
games.

Courses allow you to work through a scheme of work, whether produced by an 
exam board, your school, or one of the ‘DFM Courses’.
On a course you’ll be able to answer questions, watch educational videos and 
download additional resources, relating to that course.

Your name gives you 
access to functionality 
related to you.  The red 
notification tells you of 
homework/classwork
set to you and any 
feedback your teacher 
has written.

Also use this 
menu to log off 
or change your 
password.

Click Start a 
Practice and 
choose a topic to 
work on or select 
the suggested 
topics below, 
based on your 
current mastery.



Completing a teacher set homework/reviewing your answers

Step 
1

Use either the ‘My Homework’ section on the home dashboard, or on the top menu, 
[your name] →unfinished homework tasks. Click on the task you wish to start.

Step 
2

Click Start Attempt or 
Continue Attempt if you 
have already partially 
completed the 
homework. 



Step 
3

Completing a teacher set homework/reviewing your answers

You can review answers to questions you’ve already answered. 
Just click the question numbers at the top to quickly scroll to a 
question out of those you’ve already seen/answered.

You can leave feedback to your teacher by 
typing in the comment box. Sometimes your 
teacher may require you to leave a feedback 
comment before moving on to the next 
question.



Reviewing Your Answers

Step 
1

Step 
2

Go to My Homework on the dashboard. You 
can click on a task or select Review All.
Alternatively, using the top-left menu, select 
Progress Data.

Click one of the items on the left. 
For each task it will shows you the due date, if it’s completed, and your performance. 



Reviewing Your Answers

Here you will see an explanation for Key Skill 
questions, or the original mark scheme for 
Exam Questions.

You will see any feedback you or your 
teacher have written here.  

You can write a new comment when 
reviewing your work.

You may be able to Reattempt the Task if 
your teacher has allowed this option.



Reviewing Your Answers

You can see a summary of all your activity 
on DFM by selecting My Progress and 
Activity

You can see what type of activity was completed 
(Key Skill Practice, Clean Up, Homework)



Starting an independent practice

Getting good at maths takes practice! On top of any work your teachers might be 
setting you, we encourage you to work independently too.

Step 
1

Step 
2

You’ll then be presented 
with a number of options. 
Let’s explore these…

You will see links to suggested practice you 
may want to complete, based on your 
current mastery.

If you want to practise a skill, then click 
Start a Practice on the main dashboard.



Starting an independent practice

The two main types of questions you can 
practice are Key Skills and Exam Practice. 

Key Skill questions should be your starting 
point to master very specific skills.

You’ll get randomly generated (and hence 
unlimited!) questions of a specific type.

Exam Questions are, as you’d expect, 
questions from past exam papers. We work 
with a number of exam boards, e.g. 
Edexcel, AQA and OCR in the UK.

These will give a broader variety of 
questions on a topic.

An opportunity to retry 4 
questions you recently got wrong. 
(Note, if you get a question right 
this won’t change it to “correct” on 
the original task)



Practising Key Skills

If you choose Key Skills for your practice, you’ll see this page. Remember that Key Skills are great for 
repeated practise at specific types of questions. 

These bars summarise your 
progress on each Skill. 
Getting to different 
thresholds will give you a 
mastery level of 1, 2 or 3
bars. The count shows the 
number of skills you have 
achieved at each level of 
mastery.

If your teacher has given you a code for a 
Key Skill, e.g. K494, then search it here.

You can access Key 
Skills by topic on 
the left by clicking 
the drop downs. 

You will be recommended 
Key Skills to work on based 
on your current activity and 
mastery level.



Practising Key Skills

Suppose that we’ve chosen Factors, 
Multiples and Primes on the left…



Practising Key Skills

Pressing the Example
button on a Key Skill will 
bring up an example 
question. Your answer 
won’t be saved, so don’t 
worry about wrong 
answers!

…and the video icon brings up a 
video showing a worked example. 
These are typically 2-4 minutes long.



Practising Key Skills

Check the boxes for the Key Skills you want 
to practise.

Your selection will 
appear on the right. 
It’s possible to mix 
skills from different 
topics. Click Practise 
to start.



Practising Key Skills

If you choose a fixed number of questions to 
complete with differentiation, the system will 
give you questions based on your current level 
of mastery for that skill (making the questions 
harder/easier if you get them right/wrong). If 
you choose interleaving, the system will cycle 
through your selected Key Skills until you’ve 
answered your chosen number of questions.

If you choose Accuracy required to finish (e.g. 
4 out of the last 5 questions correct), without 
interleaving means you need to get 4 out of 5 
questions correct on the first skill, then the 
system moves you on to the next skill. With 
interleaving means you need to get 4 out of 
the last 5 questions correct as the system 
cycles through the key skills.

Or just keep 
going until you 
tell the system 
that you’ve had 
enough!



Practising Key Skills

You should now see a page like this, depending on what skills you select:

Clicking the pen icon brings up a 
space for you to do rough working. 
The buttons at the top give you 
tools for drawing straight lines, 
circles, text, mathematical notation 
or rubbing things out.

Enter your answer here.

If you get stuck, click Watch Worked 
Example. It’ll pop up within the 
page, so you won’t leave your 
question.

Click this button once you’ve 
entered your answer.



Practising Key Skills

If a question requires an algebraic input, 
use the buttons to allow you to enter 
things like fractions and roots.



Practising Key Skills
Getting a question correct increases your mastery score (The score 
is from 1-100). The orange, green and purple dotted lines indicate 
the threshold required to move your mastery on to the next level.

Whether you got the question right or wrong, you’ll get an 
explanation of how to do the question. DFM is clever 
enough to know if any variations of correct answers are 
correct. See how the student’s response was factorised in 
the denominator, but has still been marked as correct.

If you still don’t understand with the explanation, use 
the Watch Worked Example button to watch a video.



Practising Past Papers

Step 
1

Go to Start a Practice → Past Papers

Step 
2

Then select an exam 
board of your choosing.…or you can view any 

collections of questions 
created by your school.

…or you can try Topic Tests 
on each topic (‘Standard’ 
and ‘Advanced’). 



Practising Past Papers
Keep navigating through the folders 
until you find paper you want to do. 
For example, this paper was accessed 
via OCR→ GCSE Foundation (9-1)

You’ll get a preview of the questions, 
but will be prevented from entering 
any answers here.
Click Practise this Worksheet to begin

If you want to look at other papers, 
use the back button (or use your 
browser’s back button).



Completing a Past Paper You can complete the questions in any order, 
this allows you to come back to a question, or 
start where you feel most confident.

If you want to look at other papers, 
use the back button (or use your 
browser’s back button).

If you hover 
over an image, 
the easel icon 
will appear on 
the top left. 
Click the icon 
and the same 
image will 
appear on the 
right for you to 
annotate and 
do rough 
working.



Working Through a Course

It might be that you’re working through a scheme of work for your year group, or a 
course for a particular exam board (e.g. ‘Edexcel A Level Maths’). It would therefore 
be helpful to see everything available to you in a particular term/module rather than 
topics individually. This is what the Course system is for.

Step 
1

If you have a school account, your 
school should appear here. If 
you’re lucky, your teachers might 
have set up a course for your 
scheme of work!

The last option gives you courses by 
exam boards (e.g. Edexcel, AQA, 
OCR in the UK) and publishers (e.g. 
White Rose Maths).

DFM Courses are courses we’ve 
crafted where the topics are in a 
nice learning order.

If your teacher has put you on a course, 
there will be a link on your home 
dashboard to quickly access it.



Working Through a Course

Step 2

The green bar shows your progress 
through that course. This is based 
on your total ‘mastery’ of all skills 
within the course.

Press Go on the course you are 
interested in.



Working Through a Course

Step 3
Select a particular topic. If a module/term has more than one 
topic, there will also be a ‘Revision’ unit available.



Working Through a Course

There may be downloadable DFM slides, worksheets, 
question compilations and external links the teacher has 
included.

As you saw earlier, 
you can click the 
Example and Video
icons before you begin 
a Practice. Remember 
your scores won’t be 
saved if you answer 
an example question.

Exam Practice is here. 

Use the back 
button (or your 
browser’s back 
button) to 
return to the 
full course 
view.

Any Key Skills associated with 
this unit will be listed here. 
Remember that Key Skills are 
randomly generated 
questions designed for 
mastering very specific kinds 
of questions.



The most important thing…

Enjoy & Achieve
Everyone can do maths and do maths well. It’s just breaking down the 
barriers that prevent you from understanding a topic well.

• Use the Key Skills (with the worked example videos) to master 
individual skills first.

• Look at the explanations/feedback when you get a question wrong.
• Go onto Exam Questions when you’re feeling more confident.
• Practise regularly – things will eventually become more familiar and 

‘second nature’, and you’ll make less mistakes!

Dr Frost

Failed the 11+ and was once pretty naff’ at maths. Worked hard 
and now has a PhD and a First from Oxford. #minorbrag
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